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TRIVIMIE & FUERYTAY

Koume Akasaka and the Culture of the Coal Mining Area of Chikuho — the
Locality of New Balladry

Hisao OSHIMA

Faculty of Design, Kyushu University: 4-9-1 Shiobaru, Minami-ku, Fukuoka, 815-8540, Japan

Koume Akasa (1902-92) was born and grew up in the once-prospered coal mining area of Chikuho; she learned singing as a geisha
performer in a local geisha company, became a popular ballad and folksong singer in Tokyo, and contributed much in establishing and
promoting folksongs and new balladry in the Showa period. Through the research of the gramophone records of folksongs and new
balladry by Koume and about Hakata/Fukuoka in the Tamura Collection, this paper aims to examine the unique locality of the folksongs
and new balladry, promoted by the business strategies of Japanese gramophone record companies as well as popularized through new

media such as radio, cinema, and TV.

Key words: Koume Akasaka, Chikuho, Culture of Coal Mining Area, Locality, New Balladry



